
FRIENDS OF VERNON PARK ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2014 !
Vernon Park Master Greening Plan !
Just over a year ago Friends of Vernon Park reviewed a very active and successful year.  We 
began to look ahead and put together a “Capital Projects” list.  The list was a mixture of dreams 
and very practical needs.  We shared our list with Parks and Recreation and asked for advice. !
What a surprise when Councilwoman Cindy Bass and visitors from Philadelphia Parks and 
Recreation and Fairmount Park Conservancy came to a meeting and announced that Vernon Park 
had been selected for a major master greening plan.  In the months since that time a team of 
landscape designers from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society has met with us several times to 
solicit ideas, to share possibilities and set priorities.   Some items are very expensive and some 
very modest. !
In September, a year after our first move toward improvements we learned from Councilwoman 
Cindy Bass that the plan has been fully funded with $900,000 from various city sources.  Half of 
this will go toward new lighting throughout the park including spotlights on the monuments and 
string lights on the main walkway up to the Vernon House.  We will have new playground and 
adult fitness equipment, plantings, and benches.  The redesigned plantings and pathways will be 
designed to provide improved storm-water management. !
We will keep all our friends and neighbors informed as ground is broken in the spring.  We will 
have to be patient for several months while access to the park will be limited, but we are sure that 
the results will be worth the wait. !
Volunteer Clean Ups !
Friends of Vernon Park held over 12 clean up/gardening mornings.  We were also very lucky to 
have volunteers from Germantown Friends School 7th grade, Friends Select School middle 
school, Friends Central School, Central High School senior class, and Villanova University.  We 
are very grateful that many of these groups come each year, work hard and make a big 
difference. !
Special Events !
 The weather was just gorgeous for our Emerald Picnic and Family Fun Day in late May which 
was supported by a program grant from Fairmount Park Conservancy.  We played lots of outdoor 
games and had plants for sale. !
This year we moved the Flea Market to the more visible space by the Greene Street entrance 
where more people on the way by could see it and stop in.  Approximately 100 people attended 
and bought items from 22 vendors. We had a table of interesting and quirky donated items to 
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raise funds for Vernon Park.  Our prices were rock-bottom flea market prices, so we hope 
members of the community will remember the bargains and come again next year. !
Friends of Vernon Park joined in Wyck Behind the Fence Festival for a Vernon Park plant sale. !
Councilwoman Cindy Bass funded the wonderful Oldies Nights on July and August Wednesday 
evenings in front of the Vernon House featuring Gary Shepherd and DJ Darryl Taylor and great 
music for singing and dancing.  These events bring many people from the community back into 
the park. !
Four Movie Nights showing Wall-E, Cool Runnings, Despicable Me and Thunderstruck were 
held in the park in July and August co-hosted by Germantown Restoration Community 
Development Corporation and Friends of Vernon Park. !
Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Department organized Art in the Park for afters school hours 
in the spring.  Center in the Park held a painting class in the park. !
Other events: the Philly SoulStock Grand Slam Festival, the Black Writers Museum Peoples 
Poetry and Jazz Festival, the Bloc Party, a Rally for Voting Rights of Returning Citizens and the 
Illadel Allstars Reunion. !
Rain Garden activities !
The Tookany/Tacony Frankford Watershed Partnership has, through Robin Irizarry, provided 
on-going support of the rain garden and brought tours of interested people, including New 
Orleans officials, to learn about successful storm-water management projects.   !
Robin Irizarry and Ruth Seeley were on Morning Feed on G-town Radio in October to talk about 
Philadelphia’s Green City, Clean Waters program and how TTF is contributing to the improved 
management of storm-water within the watershed.  Our Vernon Park rain garden in in the TTF 
watershed, not, as many people think, in the Wissahickon watershed.  !
Financial Arrangements !
Friends of Vernon Park is entirely supported by voluntary contributions, a program grant from 
Fairmount Park Conservancy and fundraising events. !
We are very grateful for the on-going interest of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 
and their generous annual donation.  This past year we were delighted to receive one very 
generous large gift and several smaller ones from people who no longer live in the area but 
support us from a distance. !
Our Flea Market table fees and plant sales raised the balance of our funds. 
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Our funds go toward the cost of winter maintenance, publicity for programs and equipment for 
the special events and gardening.  We make small sums go a long way! !
Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Department & Fairmount Park Conservancy !
Vernon Park is a large very well-used space and there is no way we could make it a welcoming 
place without extensive support from both the Fairmount Park Conservancy and Parks and Rec!  
In particular, Barbara McCabe, Director of Park Stewardship, Dave Bower, Volunteer 
Coordinator for the northwest, Brandon Vaughan, Stewardship Coordinator and Andrew 
Humbert our Summer Maintenance Assistant.  These are the people with all the answers to 
unusual questions and guidance and suggestions for success.  We are happy to note that Andrew 
has moved on and up to a full time year round position but is still very much a part of our group.  
Congratulations Andrew! !
Vernon Park was the host of the first stop on a Parks and Recreation tour through northwest for 
members of citywide friends groups. It was good to be able to show off our park to many visitors 
who had not been here before. !
In cooperation with the Philadelphia Parks Alliance we sent testimony to a hearing in support of 
the PPR budget and attended the hearing in City Council chambers along with many others from 
across the city.  Philadelphians really do care about their parks. !
Jennifer Mahar, Director of Park Stewardship, and Erin Engelstad, Park Stewardship Coordinator 
for the Fairmount Park Conservancy work together with PPR and provide us with resources for 
program and events.  All these people are responsible for many parks in Philadelphia but manage 
to make us feel special and supported in every way. !
Security and Problems in the Park !
We continue to appreciate the park rangers and police who have come through the park in cars, 
on bicycles and on one occasion on horseback!   !
A homicide committed just outside the entrance to Vernon Park on Germantown Avenue and the 
on-going criminal activity at that corner of the park concern us.  We have set up a task force 
which has met with representatives of our State Senator Stephen Kinsey and Councilwoman 
Cindy Bass to look for long term answers to the problems of alcohol sales spilling into the park.  !
Soccer Sisters United !
Soccer Sisters United, coached by Walter Stewart, have continued to enjoy playing on the field 
alongside Greene Street and community members continue to enjoy watching.  They celebrated 
Hallowe’en this year by playing in full costumes! 
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Wrap Up !
We have benefited from the work of the Ready, Willing and Able crew hired by the Germantown 
Special Services District as they clean up the sidewalks along side the park. !
We are indebted to the Center in the Park for the lovely space for our monthly meetings. !
This year I want to give a very special thank you to the officers of the Friends of Vernon Park 
who do a lot of hidden detailed work throughout the year so that the visible events are enjoyable 
and run well.  Fred Lewis our vice president, who attends all the Parks and Recreation Steering 
Committee meetings and many others on our behalf, Angela Miles who serves dual duty as 
Program Coordinator and as Secretary writes thorough and accurate minutes of all our meetings, 
Mary Wood who keeps close track of our finances and bank account, and YahNe Baker who as 
Event Planner has worked closely with Angela on programs and other community groups. !
Our very best wishes to all of you for happy holidays with your family, your friends and your 
neighbors.  Join us again in 2015! !!
Ruth Seeley, President 
Friends of Vernon Park    December 14, 2014 !!!!!
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