
FRIENDS OF VERNON PARK ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2015 

Vernon Park is green and beautifully equipped!  

Each year I sit down to write this report and am amazed at all the activity and excitement in 
Vernon Park.  This year was spectacular! 

Vernon Park was selected for a major greening renovation led by Councilwoman Cindy Bass, 
administered by Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Department with support from the Fairmount 
Park Conservancy,  and the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 

As many of you will remember we hoped to break ground in February and after the 4th or was it 
the 5th re-scheduling due to snow, we gave up.  The project actually broke ground in late June 
and was completed in October.  

On October 27 we had a wonderful ceremony when the lights in the park were turned on:  
pedestrian lighting, string lighting over the main walkway to the Vernon House and spot lighting 
on the newly cleaned monuments. Mayor Michael Nutter, Councilwoman Cindy Bass, Deputy 
Mayor for Environment and Community Resources Mike DiBeradinis, Margaret McCarvill, 
Interim Executive Director, Leigh Ann Campbell and her design team from the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society, Mark Focht, Barbara McCabe, Dave Bower from Philadelphia Parks and 
Recreation Department all celebrated with us. 

For most members of the Germantown community who come during the day the highlight of the 
new renovations is the wonderful children’s playground equipment, the adult fitness equipment 
and the pleasant seating area around them. 

We have new picnic tables, two bulletin boards and many other improvements that are less 
obvious: resurfaced pathways, a lockable storage bin for the trash bags so that wildlife can’t get 
into them, Belgian block entryway so that the PPR trash truck doesn’t have to drive on the grass, 
electrical lines for special events and a water source.  All things that will make future events run 
more smoothly. 

If you have walked in the park this fall following the rain, you will have seen flaming leaves on 
the newly planted serviceberry shrubs near the maintenance shed and lots of beautiful green 
grass where the bare patches have been re-seeded.  Some newly pruned and re-planted areas will 
take a while to grow into attractive beds, like the one along side the chain link fence by the 
Greene Street gas station, but those are places we can look forward to continued improvement in 
the spring. 
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Media Coverage 

All this wonderful activity led to some very good press coverage.  An article in the Philadelphia 
Inquirer by Inga Sasffron about how this re-vitalization of Vernon Park fits into overall plans for 
improving Germantown, in particular the business corridor.  Also in the Inquirer photographs of 
the conservation work on the John Wister statue in front of the Vernon House and the lighting 
ceremony.  Coverage in WHYY’s Newsworks about the lighting ceremony and about the hearing 
before the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board about Lee’s Steaks and Hoagies (see later section 
under Security and Problems in the Park).  
 
Friends of Vernon Park have had a website and Facebook page for some time, but this year we 
really got on the internet map.  Our number of Friends has climbed from 30 to just over 300 and 
they stay connected!  We love you all. 

Special Events 

Our Flea Market continues to grow.  This year we changed the name to the Fall Bazaar.  We 
moved over to the pathway next to the Greene Street bus stop in order to avoid the construction 
fences.  We also planned the wonderful weather!  We had 25 vendors and over 200 bargain 
hunters.  We had our own table of interesting and quirky donated items to raise funds for Vernon 
Park.  With specially fortunate timing, the Northwest Regional Library was celebrating their re-
opening so many Germantown residents enjoyed 2 events in the same area. 

We partnered with the Germantown Life Enrichment Center to grow and sell Vegetable and 
Flower Starter Plants at Historic Germantown’s Second Saturday Season Opening Event in 
Market Square.  

Councilwoman Cindy Bass funded the very popular Oldies Nights in July and August in front of 
the Vernon House featuring Gary Shepherd and DJ Darryl Taylor and great music for singing and 
dancing.  These events bring many people from the community back into the park. 

The Black Writers Museum hosted The People’s Poetry and Jazz Festival on Saturday, August 
22 in Vernon Park featuring Breakwater and other groups. 

Three groups applied for grants from the Performances in Public Spaces Program from the 
Philadelphia Department of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy.  Germantown Artists 
Roundtable received a grant and put on a wonderful show, Stars Under the Stars, co-hosted by 
Friends of Vernon Park on August 7.  Many people brought their chairs and blankets and enjoyed 
the performances as the sun went down.  Vernon Park’s electricity had been shut off, so 
Germantown Artists Roundtable did an incredible job of making do.  The evening was magical. 

The Philadelphia Department of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy will offer grants for 
Performances in Public Spaces again in 2016. 
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We will round out the year with a “Trim a Tree for Peace” non-denominational event on 
Saturday, December 12 by the playground. 

Volunteer Clean Ups 

With our maintenance/tool shed in the hard-hat area for all of the summer months, it was hard to 
manage volunteer events.  However, we are indebted to AIM Academy, Philadelphia University 
and Villanova University students for giving time to work in Vernon Park.  They worked really 
hard on clean up, building fences round the smaller trees, and removing invasive plants, weeds 
and saplings from the rain garden.   We couldn’t manage without this volunteer support and 
particularly welcome back those who put us on their calendar every year. 

With renewed access to our shed and tools we were able to participate in Love Your Park Day, 
November 14.  Thanks to a number of specially hardy volunteers (including children) who 
braved very cold weather, we collected 37 bags of leaves and 4 bags of trash. 

The Rain Garden 

The Tookany/Tacony Frankford Watershed Partnership has, through Robin Irizarry, provided 
on-going support of the rain garden.  We have a contract with the Soak It Up Program for 
maintenance.  However, the start of the program has been delayed by the construction.  We hope 
to start the program in the spring. 

Chelten & Greene Street Bus Stop Re-Design  

Friends of Vernon Park were included in two stakeholder meetings to provide information and 
give feedback for a re-design of the Chelten and Greene Street bus stop.  The design would 
provide a new entry into Vernon Park and much better overall use of the space.  The Philadelphia 
City Planning Commission provided funds for the design and is working with SEPTA and 
Pennsylvania State Government representatives to see if funds can be found to implement the 
design in 2016. 

The YWCA Building 

The YWCA building, along with the empty Germantown High School and Germantown Town 
Hall, have long been a concern of the Friends of Vernon Park.  The huge side of the building with 
its ugly broken windows provides the backdrop to one side of the park.  The Center in the Park 
which is even closer, and many other Germantown groups asked elected representatives what 
could be done to stabilize and rescue the building before it deteriorated even further.  The 
unsecured building has been a magnate for trash and crime for many years.  Friends of Vernon 
Park participated in discussions about the future of the building and sent out a statement of 

Page !3



support for its prompt rescue.  We continue to stay in touch with Councilwoman Cindy Bass as 
action on its stabilization continues. 

Germantown Community Charter School 

Friends of Vernon Park appointed a liaison to participate in the community group that hopes to 
start a charter school, if possible in the empty Germantown High School. 

Security and Problems in the Park 

Public parks are open spaces and all suffer from  antisocial and sometimes criminal behavior.  
Vernon Park is no exception.  We have spent a great deal of time this past year doing everything 
we can to deal with our particular problems.  We have a Safety Leaflet of advice for people who 
do witness a problem or a crime, giving information on who to contact about what kind of 
problem.  It is helpful if everyone who witnesses a problem reports it promptly to the proper 
authority.  The police, who do make many regular tours through the park, are very responsive if 
called.  They need specific timely information, not just general complaints. 

Much of the illegal and unpleasant activity, although not all, comes from the corner entrance 
from Germantown Avenue by Lee’s Steaks and Hoagies.  

We appointed a Deli Task Force in 2014 when we and Center in the Park wrote letters to the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board to express our dismay at the problems spilling out into the 
park from Lee’s and its owner’s apparent lack of concern for the surrounding community.  We 
discovered that Lee’s Liquor License had been provisionally renewed without community input.  
The provisional license required Lee’s to make a number of changes. 

Friends of Vernon Park met with Captain Sekou Kinebrew of the 14th District in May and with 
Representative Stephen Kinsey in August to express our deep concern and ask for advice.  Stacey 
Wright, Representative Kinsey’s chief of staff is a member of the task force. 

The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board sent a letter to Lee’s citing the required changes that had 
not been made and setting a hearing for October 1.  Friends of Vernon Park gathered letters from 
concerned organizations, business owners and residents from the surrounding area and submitted 
them to be entered into the process.  The multiple police call-outs and reports were submitted 
subsequent to the hearing.  25 members of the community attended the hearing and testified to 
the damage the community and Vernon Park suffers in the present situation.  We are currently 
awaiting the PLCB’s ruling on the liquor license. 

Financial Arrangements 

Friends of Vernon Park is entirely supported by voluntary contributions, a program grant from 
Fairmount Park Conservancy and fundraising events. 
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We are very grateful for the on-going interest of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 
and their generous annual donation.  

Our Fall Bazaar vendor fees and sales raised the balance of our funds. 

Our funds go toward the cost of winter maintenance, publicity for programs and equipment for 
the special events and gardening.  We make small sums go a long way! 

Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Department & Fairmount Park Conservancy 

Without the support of the Fairmount Park Conservancy and Philadelphia Parks and Recreation 
Department it is hard to imagine Friends of Vernon Park surviving!  These two groups bring 
Friends groups together to share good ideas, what works in other parks and how people have 
solved problems.  This kind of interaction is invaluable.  In particular, Barbara McCabe, now 
Director of  Development, who received the Richardson Dilworth Award in February for her 
service to Philadelphia’s parks, Patty-Pat Kozlowski, Director of Park Stewardship, Dave Bower, 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Northwest.  These are the people who we count on to help us with 
good advice and strange requests.  We were also grateful for Randy Rawls work as our first 
Winter Maintenance Assistant through 2014-2015. 

In cooperation with the Philadelphia Parks Alliance we attended the hearings in City Council 
chambers along with many others from across the city in support of the Parks and Recreation 
Department budget. 

Jennifer Mahar, Director of Park Stewardship, and Erin Engelstad, Park Stewardship Coordinator 
for the Fairmount Park Conservancy work together with PPR and provide us with resources for 
program and events.  All these people are responsible for many parks in Philadelphia but manage 
to make us feel special and supported in every way. 

Soccer Sisters United 

Soccer Sisters United, coached by Walter Stewart, have continued to enjoy playing on the field 
alongside Greene Street and community members continue to enjoy watching.  We are grateful 
for their support and for the support of the players’ family members for Vernon Park events.   

Wrap Up 

The Ready, Willing and Able crew hired by the Germantown Special Services District have 
helped by cleaning up the sidewalks along side the park and on occasion have added a thorough 
clean up of the park itself to their schedule. 
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The Center in the Park, which is a major resource for Germantown seniors, continues to provide 
us with space for our monthly meetings. 

The officers of the Friends of Vernon Park do a lot of work throughout the year so that the 
Friends of Vernon Park can expand and grow.  Fred Lewis our vice president, attends all the 
Parks and Recreation Steering Committee meetings and many others on our behalf, Angela Miles 
is our Program Coordinator par excellence and as if that was not enough, also writes detailed 
accurate minutes of all our meetings as our official Secretary, and Mary Wood who keeps close 
track of our finances and bank account. 

Friends of Vernon Park wish you all happy holidays with your family, your friends and your 
neighbors.  Come and join us again in 2016! 

Ruth Seeley, President 
Friends of Vernon Park     
P.O.Box 48374, Philadelphia, PA 19144   December 6, 2015 
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